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1. Call to Order, Roll Call and Introductions. 

The IEEE-Eta Kappa Nu (IEEE-HKN) Board of Governors met via teleconference on 19 April 2019. 

President Karen Panetta called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. EST.  A member quorum was 

confirmed, and attendance was as follows:  

 

IEEE-HKN Board Members Present 

Karen Panetta, President 

Edward Rezek, President Elect 

Steve E. Watkins, Past President 

Preeti Bajaj (joined late) 

Michael Benson 

Sean Bentley 

 

Katelyn Brinker 

James Conrad  

John DeGraw 

Rakesh Kumar (left at 2 p.m.) 

Enrique Tejera 

  

IEEE-HKN Board Members Absent 

Kyle Lady Panagis Samolis 

 

Other Attendees Present (Ex-officio Members, Staff, Committee Chairs, Guests, etc.) 

Nancy Ostin, Director, IEEE-HKN 

Bernard Sander, Secretary, IEEE-HKN 

Burton Dicht, Director, EAB 

Stacey Bersani, IEEE-HKN Program Manager 

Ron Jensen, Treasurer 

Witold Kinsner, VP, Educational Activities 

 

2.  Review and Approval of the Consent Agenda 

The consent agenda consisted of the Minutes of the 15 March 2019 IEEE-HKN Board of Governors 

Meeting. 

 

 A motion to approve consent agenda was made and seconded; the motion passed. 

 

3. Review and Approval of Agenda 

President Elect Rezek asked to have a New Business discussion at the meeting. A motion was made and 

seconded to approve the agenda with the New Business discussion; the motion passed. 
4. President’s Report 



[Type here] 
 

President Karen Panetta gave a slide presentation about the numerous events and conferences in which 

IEEE-HKN has participated since the last meeting. 

● The IEEE-HKN Pathways to Industry workshop was held during the annual ECEDHA Conference in 

Tucson, Ariz. Students from Arizona and New Mexico met and learned from professionals from 

various fields. Nancy Ostin said the program received $3,000 in sponsorships, the first time ever 

the workshop received funding. Sponsors were: IEEEE-USA, Keysight Industries, Texas 

Instruments and ECEDHA (in kind). 

● Outstanding Chapter and Outstanding Student Award ceremonies also were held during the 

ECEDHA conference. President Panetta commented that the event provided a great venue to 

build relationships with University Department Heads and to inform many about HKN. She also 

said the relationships built may lead to partnerships in the future, including sponsorships for the 

2019 Student Leadership Conference. 

● IEEE-Southeast Con (Region 3) provided a forum for the April 2019 induction of four professional 

members: Justin Baba, Sonya Dillard, James Howard and William Ratcliff 

● It was also announced that the IEE-HKN Best Paper Award contest would begin in 2020. An 

$11,000 restricted fund has been established within the IEEE Foundation. Hulya Kirkici endowed 

the award, and intends to fund raise to reach a $25,000 endowment. Nancy Ostin said this was a 

great model to follow in other regions. 

5. PR and Communications Report 

Committee Chair reported on the progress made, including the addition of 3 new student members to 

assist with Social Media and student outreach.  

6. Motion to approve members of the 2019 Standing and Sub Committees 

A motion to add additional member to fill openings on the PR and Communication Committee and the 

Awards Sub Committees to serve through December 2019 was moved and seconded. The motion 

passed. 

7. Finance Committee Report 
Treasurer Jensen reported that the Finance Committee recommends a $2 increase in student dues, and 
an increase to $125 for professional member dues for 2020. Treasurer Jensen recommended a motion 
be added to the May Board of Governors meeting for the dues increase. Governor Jensen then reported 
that the 2020 IEEE budget process is beginning, and that the HKN Board should begin its work, too. 
Among topics to be discussed: how to align financial strategy to the overall HKN strategy, including 
funding for additional staff.  

A motion was made by Governor Benson to direct President Panetta and Director Ostin to develop a 
work plan for staffing – adding one full-time or 2 part-time positions – to meet the Board’s priorities for 
the remainder of 2019 and beyond. The motion was seconded. The motion passed. 

 

8. Development Committee Report 
Director Ostin reported that HKN is well on its way to meeting its 2019 Development Goal. She also said 
the Development consultant, Campbell and Company, has begun interviewing internal stakeholders 
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regarding the goals of this initiative. Director Ostin presented the timeline for this initiative, which is 
scheduled to run through mid-August. Director Ostin provided a comparison of development results for 
the years 2016 through 2018, and gave the results of the Board of Governors Letter Writing campaign to 
donors, which yielded great results. 

9. Strategic Plannning Committee Report 

President Elect Rezek presented a draft letter to graduates that will be sent to help retain their 
involvement as alumni and volunteers. He also presented two potential branding statements that he 
would like to be shared with Campbell and Company and presented examples of an “Elevator Speech” to 
be delivered to people unfamiliar with HKN. The Committee also would like to increase visibility of the 
graduation regalia that is available for sale to raise sales figures.  
 

10. Old Business  

There was no old business. 

 

11. New Business 

President Elect Rezek asked that all Board members review the task list generated during the working 

session of the FEB 9-10 Board meeting and track progress of each action item. Governor Benson is 

building a tool to assist in this endeavor. President Panetta and Secretary Sander will track these items 

using the tool. 

 

Director Ostin announced that the May and June Board Member that had been previously scheduled will 

have to be moved due to conflicts. A poll will be socialized with the Board to choose new dates and 

times for the summer meetings. 

 

12. Adjourn 

Motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 2:34 p.m. EDT; the motion passed.  
 

Submitted by:  

 

Bernard Sander, Secretary, IEEE-HKN 

Stacey Bersani, IEEE-HKN 
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